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White House pledges openness o

Leaders oppose timetable
to bring troops home

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

As Bush planned to meet

WASHINGT®ésponding to a
humbling election, White House
aides said Sunday that President
Bush would welcome new ideas
about the unpopular war in Iraq,
even from Democrats he had
branded as soft on terrorism.

Monday with a key advisory
group on the war, his advisers
adopted a new tone, days after a
dissatisfied public handed the
White House a divided govern-
ment. .

Full speed aheadZ in Iraq, as
Vice President Dick Cheney put

it in the final days of the cam-
paign, was replaced by repeated
calls for a sfresh perspectiveZ and
an acknowledgment that snobody
can be happyZ with the situation
in Irag.

*We clearly need a fresh
approach,Z said Josh Bolten,
Bushes chief of staff, making the
rounds of morning talk shows.

Democrats, meanwhile,
showed they were not all in
accord on how to proceed in Iraq.
Although party leaders back a
multifaceted approach to stabiliz-

ing the country, lawmakers have
not unified on when to bring
troops home without risking
more chaos in Irag.

Sen. Carl Levin of Michigan,
the incoming chairman of the
Armed Services Committee,
urged that U.S. troops begin com-
ing home in phases within four
months to six months. He and
Sen. Joe Biden of Delaware, the
incoming chairman of the
Foreign Relations Committee,
predicted many Republicans
would support such a resolution

now that the election is over.

“We have to tell Iragis that the
open-ended commitment is
over,Z Levin said.

Yet the Senatess top Democrat,
Harry Reid of Nevada, did not
seem to go as far. He said he

thought the withdrawal of U.S. y

troops should began within a few .We Clearl

months, but when asked if he need a fres

would insist on a specific date, he

said, AAbsolutely not.Z approaCh-
The administration will not JOSH

support a timetable for drawing BOLTEN

down troops, Bolten said.

Chief of Staff

QUICK HITS
Pacheco trial

MIDLANR 36-year-old Odessa man indicted
in the deaths of his estranged wife and her
friend goes to trial today in Midland.

Aldo Rene Pachecors trial
begins today in Judge John
Hydees 238th District Court.

Pacheco was indicted April
5 in connection with the
deaths of Barbara Ann
Pacheco, 33, and 39-year-old
James <EricZ Wiggs , both
'ALDO PACHECO teachers at Cavazos

Elementary in Odessa.
ACCUSED Pacheco is accused of
killing the two on Jan. 17 in
Midland. Police have said the killings stem
from a long-running domestic dispute.

Pacheco remained Friday in the Midland
County Detention Center on bonds totaling
$1,060,000.

Unitary status

MIDLANDSS. District Judge Rob Junell will
hear arguments today about whether Ector
Junior High should be reopened as a high
school.

Attorneys from the Mexican American
Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, on behalf
of the Citizens for Redress,
Unity, Concern and Integrity
at all Levels, will address the
judge in favor of reopening
the school, which was con-
verted after a 1982 desegrega-
tion order closed it as a high
school.

Attorneys for the Ector
County Independent School
District will argue against the move at the 5
p.m. hearing in Junellss courtroom in Midland.

Also at issues is who will pay MALDEFss
attorney fees, which add up to more than
$100,000.

With the exception of whether to reopen
Ector as a high school and attorneys fees,
ECISD and CRUCIAL reached an agreement
on all other issues. If ECISD meets its end of
the bargain, it will come out from under its
desegregation order on Jan. 1, 2009.

ROB JUNELL
U.S. DISTRICT
JUDGE

Turn on the lights

MASON, OHi®@omeowner who was forced
to pull the plug on his computerized
Christmas light show last year has a bigger
display planned for this holiday season.

Carson Williams will be decorating a park
in this Cincinnati suburb.

Williams, a 41-year-old computer
engineer, spent nearly two
months last year hooking up
25,000 lights at his home in
Deerfield Township and pro-

Pakistani
women
villagerswho
sold their
kidneys sit
outside their
homes, Oct. 17,
2006 in
Jandala near
Multan,
Pakistan. Debt
and poverty is
driving
hundreds of
Pakistanis to
sell their own
kidneys for
cash, turning
this South
Asian nation
into a regional
hub for
unregulated,
cut-price
transplant
operations.
KHALID TANVEER
AP

Pakistan is ekidney bazaars

Poor farmers

donate organ
for money
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JANDALA, PAKISNalssem
Kausar has done it. So, she says,
have her sister, six brothers, five
sisters-in-law and two nephews.

Each has sold a kidney to a
trade that has led Pakistanes
media to dub the country

a «kidney bazaar.Z
*We do this because of our
overty,Z said Kausar, who is in
§-)|er 30s and lives with her family
in Sultanpur Mor, a village in
eastern Pakistan.

A kidney nets the donor
$2,500, sometimes less than half
that amount, while recipients ,,
some 2,000 a year ,, pay $6,000
to $12,000, compared with
$70,000 in neighboring China.

Critics blame an economic sys-
tem that enmeshes farmers in
chronic debt, forcing them to sell
their kidneys, and say the trade
should be banned. The govern-

ment says it is taking action.

In the United States, donating
kidneys for money is banned. But
the Belgium-based International
Society of Nephrology has sug-
gested expanding the pool of kid-
ney donors by legalizing payment
of about $40,000 to donors.

At least 20 transplant clinics
exist in Pakistan, and 10 percent
of the patients are foreigners,
many from the Middle East and
«one or twoZ from Europe, said
Bakhsh Ali, a senior official at the
Sindh Institute of Urology and
Transplantation.

The institute, a free transplant

clinic run jointly by the govern-
ment and private organizations,
has joined the call for banning the
sale of kidneys.

The government has drafted
legislation to sregulateZ kidney
transplants, monitor surgeries
and sencourage family donors,Z
said Health Ministry official
Athar Saeed Dil, who has helped
draft the proposed law.

He declined to say if an out-
right ban was planned, but
Mukhtar Hamid Shah, a promi-
nent surgeon who opened a
transplant center in 1979, said the
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LINKS needs help keeping Odessans \

Nonprofit calls on community
to provide heaters for those in neeg|

cted them last year, Spencer
said this yearss community
participation has decreased.
«This is an unmet need,Z

BY DANIEL SKOLFIELD  Center, said she has already
had several elderly or dis-

Odessa American

Even though LINKS was
able to provide heaters to
ound 30 families who con-

current one.

Instead of living with
unsafe temperatures,
McCowan said she has in the
past used creative measures
to keep warm.

*Sometimes | was using

WANT TO
HELP?

>> Information
on giving

donations or

new portable

4B

gramming them to flash to . abled people ask for a small she said. , the stove to heatthe
Christmas music. The music was The winter months loom portable heater in their home, Living house,Z she eaters can ‘be
broadcast through a low FM trans- on the horizon, and many but she couldnt help. alone in ¥ said. found by calling
mitter, so people driving by could Odessans are dreading the «l didnet have any heaters her two- Y Even Odessa LINKS
pick it up on their car radios with- inevitable change of tempera-  to give them,Z Shipman said. bedroom- P though at 582-0099 or
out the music being played through the neigh- ture ,, for an unlikely reason. Executive director of house with McCowan called Odessa the Permian
borhood. With faulty or nonexistent Odessa LINKS, Anabel no central heating system, 72-  LINKS for help, Spencer said Basin Mission
Williamse display went dark last Dec. 6 heating in several olqer Spencer _also shared the need  year-old Ina Faye McCowan the group is in need of dona- Center at
because of safety concerns and increased traf- ~ NOMeS, area nonprofits are for donations to the cause of said she is hoping she can tions or purchased heaters to 337-0554.
fic from sightseers. But the attention led to having difficulty meeting the keeping needy Odessans stay warm this winter. pass on. ’
appearances on national television, and the needs , and time is running warm. X X With a broken, portable Spencer said that LINKS
house was featured in a Miller Lite beer com- out. *We have about five or six gas heater, McCowan said operates as a connector
mercial. Minnie Shipman, director that are in need of heaters,Z she would be thankful for a between people with needs
>> FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPidteT8ian Basin Mission Spencer said. new heater or repairs to her and those who can help them.
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